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Typed or printed name of certifier 
RESPONSE 



Mail Stop AF : 
Commissioner or Patents 
P O. Box 1450 
Alenxandria, YA 22313-1450 



Sir 



In response to the Official Action of July 16. 2003. Applicants respectfully request that the 
application be; reconsidered in light the following discussion. 

Before discussing the rejections over the prior art. Applicants deem it prudent to set forth 
what they coqsider to be their .nvent.on. As presently claimed, the invention is a composite sheet 
product comprising ^ ftrrim ftmhadded in a continuous coating of a foamed , resin, 

The scnm is embedded in (impregnated with) a continuous layer of a foamed resin (page 2 
lines 7-9). Asdefined in NEW COLLEGE EDITION. THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY OF 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Houghton Mifflin Company (1981), page 425. the term embedded is 
defined as 1. To fix firmly in a surrounding mass; 2. To enclose snugly or firmly; 3 To fix in the 
memory As claimed, the scnm is enclosed in a continuous layer of foamed res.n (embedded) The 
entire sheet of scnm is enclosed or embedded not just the mdividuai fibers. The structure is shown 
in the drawings. The continuous layer of foamed resin covers (coats) at least both surfaces of the 
scnm (page 2 line 10). 

The cpafmg .s continuous The term continuous has its ordinary meaning that the coating 
extends withqut interruption. (See page 288; 289 of NEW COLLEGE EDITION THE AMERICAN 
HERITAGE DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Houghton Mifflm. 1981. copy enclosed) 
As described jn the specification (see page 2 lines 11.12; page4 lines 12-14) there are no openings 
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which extend from one surface to the opposite surface of the composite sheet. 

The composite sheet of the invention can have printed or decorative sheets laminated to one 
or both surfaces. However, any additional layers of material must be adhered to the basic 
composite sh^et which comprises a scrim embedded in (impregnated with ) a continuous coating of 
a foamed resin The composite sheet does not have openings which extend from one surface to the 
opposite surface 

Within the limitations of the English language, applicants have used terms such as 
-embedded at wh.ch means to fix in a surrounding mass. This term indicates that the foamed resin 
covers at least both surfaces of the scnm (see page 2 line 1 0). The meaning of the term is further 
reinforced by the description of the production method which requires applying the resin to the scrim 
and foaming the resin applied to the scrim. 

It is clear that the scnm is coated by the use of the term "continuous coating*. The term 
'coating" has the common meaning that is an gn.nterrupted covering layer is present over the scnm 
so that the scrim becomes embedded m the coating and at least both surfaces of the scrim are 
covered. 

The coating » continuous which means uninterrupted and that there are no pores which 
extend from a first surface to an opposite surface of the sheet product. The term refers to the entire 
sheet product, which is covered by me foam. 

The foamed resin covers at least both surfaces of the scnm and there are no openings which 
extend from a first surface to an opposite surface. At page 3. lines 1 8-22. the specification teaches 
-The weave of the scrim must be close enough that when the scrim is impregnated with the 
foamabie resin composition before foaming, the composition can penetrate into the weave 
and fill ihe spaces between the warp and woof strands so that when the impregnated 
composition is foamed no open pores extend from one surface of the sheet material to the 
opposite surface." 

With the definition of the terms "embedded, coating and continuous" as used in the claims 
and defined and described m the specification, it is clear that the invention as claimed is a 
composite sheet comprising scrim coated on at least both surfaces with an uninterrupted 
(continuous) coating of the foamed resin so that there are no openings which extend from one 
surface to an opposite surface of the composite sheet As stated at page 2 lines 12. 13. twacdm is 
preferably completely covered by or enclosed in the foamed resin. 

The prior art will be discussed in relation to the claimed invention which comprises a sheet 
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product which comprises - ■ »™ "*h ■ ™>in. ,n, ,* coding on at *«* both surfaces which 

coating does not have openings which extend from one surface to an opposite surface 

The prior art has been d.scussed in great detail in the response dated November 19. 2002. 
the contents qf the response dated November 19, 2002 ,s incorporated herein by reference and will 
be amplified vyhere necessary 

Claims 1-5 7 9-12. 14 and 15 stand rejected under35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over hawiey (U.S.' 5.854.144) in v.ew of Owen (U.S. 5.863.845 and 5.874.371). The Examiner 
states that the term "continuous coating of foamed resin' will be interpreted as defined on page 4 
|,nes 12-14 lih relying on the term -continuous coat.ng of foamed resin" the Examiner appears to be 
ignoring the limitations that the scrim .s -embedded- in a continuous layer of foamed resin which as 
discussed in the specif.cat.on at page 2 line 1 0 means that the foamed resin covers at least both 
surfaces of tttt scrim and that the foamed resin does not have pores which extend from a first s,de 
of the sheet to a second side of the sheet The scrim is preferably completely covered orendosed 
m the foamecj resin (page 2 lines 12, 13). 

Hawiey is not pertinent to the present invention since Hawiey does not disclose a scnrn 
having both surfaces coated with a foamed resin Hawiey d-scloses at col. 2. lines 25-29 a laminate 
product comprised of a th.n non-woven f iber sheet (scrim) having a continuous foam layer laminated 
on one side and a thin continuous smooth surface top sheet layer laminated on the other s,de 
There ,s no teaching or suggestion that the fiber sheet be embedded in or covered on both surfaces 
with a foamed layer. 

The deficiencies ,n Hawiey are not cured by combination with Owen. Owen discloses a 
substrate which appears to be a scrim, where.n at least the bottom surface of the individual 
filaments or yarn of the substrate are coated with a cured but not foamed polyvinyl chlonde res.n 
The substrate (scrim) as a whole, is not covered by the non-foamed resin. Only the md.v.dual 
foments or yarns which form the scrim are covered with the resin. There are major openings or 
pores wh.cn ?xtend from one surface to the opposite surface of the sheet There is no teacnmg or 
suggestion tp foam the resin or maKe the coating confnuous to cover the entire scnrn surface 

Since there is neither teaching nor suggestion in the combination of Hawiey w,th Owen of a 
composite sheet comprising a scrim embedded in a foamed resin which does not have openings 
which extend from one surface of the sheet to an opposite surface. Applicants respectfully subrmt 
that a rejection of the cla.ms under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over the combination of Haw.ey with Owens .s 
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untenable an<j respectfully request that the rejection be reconsidered and withdrawn 

C|a.m36 8 1 3 and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hawiey (US 5,854.144) and Owen (u S. 5.863.845 and 5.874.371) as applied to claim* 1 to 5 and 
furtner in viewlof McDermott. III. et al. (U.S. 5. 120.587). Applicants respectfully submit that Hawiey. 
Owen and McDermott. III. et al. whether considered alone or in combination neither teach nor 

suggest tne present invention. 

McDermott III etal. does not cure the deficiencies in Hawiey and Owen since the reference 

disclosesaparticulartypeofs™^^ Thecoat,ng.s 
not continuous in that the coatings have openings or pores wh,ch extend from one surface of the 
scnm to an Opposite surface of the scrim through tne foamed res.n or coating. In addit.on. 
McDermott, ft. et al. requires that the material be coated with a pressures sensitive adhesive to 
prevent movement of the structure on a hor*ontal surface. Applicants respectfully submrt that a 
rejection of c,a,ms 6. 8. 13 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Hawiey and Owen in v,ew of 
McDermott. Ill et al. is untenable and Applets respectfully request that the rejecton be 
reconsidered ;and withdrawn. 

pacpr>ACP tq jAj-quments 

The Examiner states: 

invention and the structure of Hawiey's invention are the same. 

Apphcants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the analysis of the Haw.ey 
reference Applicants submit that Hawiey discloses a scnm having laminated to only one surface , a 
sheet of foamed resin. As set forth in the specification and the cairns, the composite sheet of the 
present invention comprises a scrim emb^sijfl a continuous eoebng of a foamed resin The 
specificate defines embedded as the scrim being coated with a layer of the foamed resin on at 
least both surfaces. Applicants respectfully submit that Hawiey is not pertinent to the present 

invention. 

At page 5, the Examiner states: 
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foam " 

Applicants inv,te the Examine anention to the specification at page 2 Snes 7-13 which 

of the sheet of scrim material. 

At cage 5 the Examiner states: 
C*nta,soarguesma.Hav*vss^^ 

laminated to a surface of the fabnc. 

App„cant. <^<W t^uastmatm. Examiner ^ertneinvenaon m*m«* 
■ ~, „ «. aooiicawn Applicants claim a structure comprising a scnm embedded ,n a 

Z surface' of m. *=„m are coated with a conduce ,a»er cf me foamed res,n. App can* 
r m *l «Lh » possible to laminate a decorative m** * «*» of me compose sheets 
™ tr^to. « composKe sheet B wttichthe decorati,. ^ was -.na^ 

«, forth ,n fn. spec*cation « W 2 - *• tem " 

and oL would hot lead one sinned in th. ar, to me arucrure of ft. present 

cla,ms orherman "congous coatng of ma foam* «*. Applicant. ™te the E xam,ners 
attenton to the specification beginning at pane 2 line 19 winch states: 

-U-U. — «— «» ■ Tarosssss ^ssre 

me appearance of a ^^^^^^Z^ readily wiped clean of 
composite sheet matenal is preferahly n«ater im pern o"= ' protected against 
d,n ana other undesirable ^^J^^^S^TSv* compete lacK of open 

effect when objects are placed on it. 
aean, Zi. tm there am no openings of an, *. which extend from one surface o, me 
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composite sheet to the opposite surface. Tn,s also means that both surfaces of tne acnm are 

coated with the foamed resin 

in vmj of the above d.scuss,on. Applicants respectfully request mat the rejects be 

reconsidered £nd withdrawn. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Henkel Corporation 
Law Department 
2500 Renaissance Blvd. 
Gulph Mills, PA 91406 



/mlc 



Daniel S. Ortiz V 
(Reg. No. 25,123) 
Attorney For Applicant 
(610) 278-4934 
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